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“Being busy is a blessing. It
shows that we are reaching our
full potential and being good
stewards of what God has given
us. However, if in the process of
being busy we forget why we do
what we do, we miss the point.
We need to remember the gospel more now than
ever as school finishes up this month and we all
go our separate ways. When we remember the
gospel, and fix our eyes on things that are above
(Col 3:1-2), the purpose for our business – glory to
God – becomes clear. Live with an eternal mindset
today.”
Parker McGoldrick

SGA chaplain, 2016-2017

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth.”
Colossians 3:1-2 (ESV)

Cover photo: Campbell Bortel
First-year graduate pharmacy students Vineeta Rao (left) and
Micah Bernard (right) prep for a lab in Cedarville University’s
School of Pharmacy.

2

April 2016

Ced ar s

IGITA L

w h a t yo u m i s s e d o nlin e

Campbell Bortel/Cedars

by Amy Radwanski

Where are Cedars’ alumni now?
Craig Miller ’79
Grace Baptist Church/Scott Huck

Cedarville Launches Master of Divinity:

Thank you for
celebrating with us
this semester!

Exciting news this month on a new degree program
and changes to the Master of Ministry program.
Check out the full story on ReadCedars.com

Pastor at Grace Baptist Church, Cedarville, Ohio

Major:

Pre-seminary Bible

Position at the time:

Co-editor (Spring 1976, 1976-77), Editor (1977-78)

What is your favorite memory of your time at Cedarville?

Laughter – lots of laughter – in the dorms with my suite mates, in the cafeteria
lingering over food not nearly as good as (students) get now, and in various
school vans and cars traveling to and from ministry opportunities.

courtesy of Disney

Is there anything you didn’t do at Cedarville that you wish you had? If so, what is it?

Movie reviews, album reviews and play previews are
published regularly in the Arts and Entertainment
section of Cedars.
Read about “The Jungle Book” (released April 15) and more
on ReadCedars.com

Follow us on Social Media!

April 2016

CedarsAtCU

@CedarsAtCU

@CedarsAtCU

ReadCedars.com

Two things come to mind. I didn’t study abroad, and now I see the advantages I missed. And, I didn’t take
James Grier’s “Logic” class because it would have made my schedule “too crowded.” As everyone who
took the class reported, it was one of the greatest learning experiences of their time here, and I missed it
because I wanted a lighter load. Dr. Grier became a mentor to me in college, but I always regretted never
having that class from him, because he was such a powerful thinker.

What word of advice would you give to current Cedarville students?

As one who has claimed the “spiritual gift” of sarcasm, I can appreciate pointed humor and jabs at sacred
cows. But I’ve learned that cynicism is the often unintended result of continually barbed humor, and it is
deadly to the soul. My advice – guard your heart from a cynical spirit, because otherwise you will close
yourself off to the beauty of seeing God transform broken, ugly souls – beginning with your own!

How did your experience with Cedars help you grow professionally or personally?

Having served as an editor, I became one – constantly working on words in writing and for speaking to say
what needed to be said most clearly and precisely. Factual accuracy in the news, as well as finding the
most compelling and persuasive words in editorials, has become a part of my sermon preparation and my
writing for public consumption.

This month on the
(Re) Sound-Off wall tell us about
your favorite faculty and staff
members!

Resound Radio’s (Re) Sound-Off Wall
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Running with a Purpose
The women’s 4x800 meter relay team finishes 5th at the University of Texas
by Josh Burris

Focused

F

Koch also said there is a lot of hard
work and preparation that goes into running in meets. She said there is a lot of individual work that goes into preparing for
meets like the Texas or Mt. SAC relays.
“There is so much more to a training
plan than people think,” Koch said. “There
are peaks to training, tough times of training and times where we back off.”
Esbenshade echoed Koch, saying it
takes a lot of hard work to break records and
run in big meets.
“We run high mileage workouts every
week and lift,” she said. “We have been competing against really good girls a lot, like at
the Texas relays. Running against good people is pushing us to get a lot better.”
Bolender said because the team is so
young, they can only get better. He said he
hopes that, as they continue to train, they
will see improvement.
“We talk about not just running, but
running with a purpose,” Bolender said.
“Training to try and reach a goal or a target.
Hopefully they do that.”

or the amount of time Cedarville’s
women’s 4x800-meter relay team
has been running, it’s members have
accomplished quite a bit.
It’s a young team. Olivia Esbenshade
is the only junior, while Carsyn Koch, Carly Rose and Sarah Hoffman are all sophomores. Women’s track and field head coach
Jeff Bolender said the four each bring something different to the team.
“They are all talented runners,” Bolender said. “Each of them have different
strengths, but for all of them, the 800 is
their best event.”

Individually, Koch has the best time.
She has the four fastest times in Cedarville
history, and her most recent time of 2:03.58
at the Mt. SAC Relays in mid-April beat her
previous record by almost two seconds.
The other runners have also performed
well. Esbenshade has the seventh fastest
time in school history with 2:10.83. Hoffman’s best time is 2:19.23, and Rose’s personal best is 2:21.41. Despite having only
run the 4x800 relay together twice, they
have set the school record both times.
Koch said Bolender has been a big part
of the team’s success.
“If you look at all of our (personal records) from high school in comparison to
where we are now, it is an amazing improvement,” Koch said. “I went from a 2:21 PR to
a 2:05 in one year.”
But Bolender said the girls deserve
some of the credit for their success as well.
“You have to have that certain amount
of intrinsic motivation, you have to want
it for yourself,” Bolender said. “No matter
how bad the coach wants it for you, you do
have to want it.”

Fifth
The team’s motivation and hard work
paid off. Their times were good enough to
qualify them to compete in the 4x800 relay
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courtesy of Jeff Bolender

Fast

The 4x800 relay team, made up of Carly Rose (left), Sarah Hoffman (second from left), Olivia
Esbenshade (second from right) and Carsyn Koch (right) took fifth place at the University of
Texas Relays in April. The team holds the school record for the relay.
at the University of Texas Relays in Austin
in April. In this race, the Jackets placed fifth
behind Clemson, Baylor, Liberty and Kansas, all of which are Division I schools. Cedarville finished ahead of schools like North
Texas and St. Louis University, and the runners’ relay time of 8:59.84 broke the team’s
previous school record, set in March 2015,
by almost five seconds.
Bolender said the girls’ time met his expectations for the meet.

“I thought they could do that well, and
really, just within a couple of seconds, they
would have been a couple places higher,”
Bolender said. “We were confident they
could run well.”
Koch said she was excited for the opportunity to run against great competition.
“The energy was insane with so many
people watching,” Koch said. “It was an
exciting chance to race against some really
great competition.”

Friends
Esbenshade said in addition to running
together, living together has also contributed to how close the relay team is.
“We are a pretty close team,” Esbenshade said. “We all live in the same hall in
Willets, and when we travel, we room together.”
With all the time the team spends together, Koch said they have grown close.
She said running is a special sport as far as
team chemistry goes.
“We are all essentially competing
against the clock or a specific mark,” Koch
said. “This makes it so that we can appreciate each other’s successes.”
Josh Burris is a junior journalism major
and multimedia person for Cedars. He is
interested in sports broadcasting and reporting. He enjoys watching sports, lifting,
and listening to rock and rap.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Tales from the Brim

To John McGillivray,
‘Coach Mac,’ a true man of God

In His Name –
AAA – NEE – YO – SAPHE
“I am Joseph,” your son

— Joseph McGillivray
April 2016

by Brian McCray

Y

ou have changed so many lives, not
just at Cedarville University, but
around the world as well. Many
that have attended Cedarville College, now
known as Cedarville University, have been
taught by a true servant of Christ. You have
touched many
lives, not just
students,
but
fellow staff and
so many coaches
throughout the world.
Not only in the
classroom – but
on and off the
field, whether
it be the soccer
field or the track
or elsewhere.
You have pushed many to succeed in
life by giving them encouragement, courage and motivation to strive for more that
is within them and showing all the very
meaning of being Christ-like in our daily
walk. You are a role model to so many, both
young and old. In everything you do in life
you go above and beyond to reach out and
help everyone that you can in any way that
you are able to!
You did this while trying to balance a
family in which we can proudly say thank
you, Dad, for all you have and continually
do for all of us. You are an amazing individual that God has definitely given favor to.
You are always trying to brighten someone’s
day by joking around and spreading the gospel. Cedarville University is losing a humble
servant, and you will be missed for the many
years of service you dedicated your life to.
Even though I cannot be there to celebrate your retirement – please know in
heart you are a prime example for all of us
on being a disciplined servant of God!

From the Editor-in-Chief
Thank you, friends.

I knew this day was coming, but I still dislike it very much. I’m closing out my final issue of Cedars — of which I’ve
been a part for three years — and, like anything this time of year, it’s bittersweet. Cedars has consumed most of
my time for the last year or two, and it’s become a piece of my story that I’ll cherish forever.
When I stepped foot onto this campus in August 2012, leading a newspaper was just a far-off dream. But here
I am. Cedarville, or rather the people here, have changed me and challenged me across these four years in
ways unimaginable, as I’m sure you’ve experienced to some degree. I’m humbled just thinking about all the
opportunities I’ve been given in four years, and I feel a bit stronger knowing I can endure four sleep-deprived years
of finals, deadlines and everything-in-the-world-happening-in-one-week weeks. To think four years ago I knew not
the power of coffee or of naps. Oy vey.
So much can happen in four years.
Gas prices were nearly four dollars a gallon in 2012. People thought the world was ending, as per the Mayan
calendar. President Barack Obama was re-elected. Sandy Hook and Hurricane Sandy happened. “One Direction”
was just catching on in the U.S. Marvel’s “The Avenger’s” hit theatres, as did the first of “The Hunger Games”
films. Cedarville’s Bible minor had six classes, not five, and “Peef the Christmas Bear” was a thing. Classes were
held for the first time in the HSC, and we thought college students had life all figured out.
Since then, you’ve changed. This campus has changed. This country has changed. I don’t like change. But change
isn’t bad if it pushes you to look beyond yourself. These four years have taught me to be spontaneous and seek
to surrender my plans for those that are so much bigger. So don’t underestimate yourself. You don’t know what’s
coming in the next four years. I believe the best is yet to come. So press on and look up. You, friends, mean the
world to me. Thanks for reading Cedars.
— Anna Dembowski, 2015-2016 Editor-in-Chief
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OFF-CAMPUS NEWS

After Scalia’s Death, What’s Next?
CU professors weigh in on choosing Merrick Garland for the U.S. Supreme Court

S

upreme Court decisions in favor of
conservative viewpoints could soon
lean more liberal if Judge Merrick
Garland is confirmed, said Kevin Sims, professor of political science at Cedarville.
President Barack Obama nominated
Garland as a replacement for Justice Antonin Scalia after Scalia died on Feb. 13.
Sims said Garland, current Chief Judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, is a living constitutionalist, which means he has a more liberal view
of the Constitution. According to the Constitution, Obama needs the “advice and consent” of the Senate to approve the nomination. But the Republican-controlled Senate
has not held hearings to formally interview
Garland about his qualifications for the Supreme Court.
Sims said Republicans have not made
much action on confirming Obama’s nomination because they are hoping a Republican president will nominate someone more
conservative.
“The Republicans are hoping that a
Republican president will be named in November and (that) will allow that president
to name somebody, hoping that if it’s somebody like Ted Cruz – or even Donald Trump
– they will get somebody a little more conservative (as the nominee), maybe even a
textualist or even an originalist,” he said.
A textualist interprets written law, such
as the Constitution, according to its original
meaning, and an originalist believes that the
meaning of a written law does not change
over time.
Mark Smith, professor of political science and director of Cedarville’s Center for
Political Studies, said the only way Obama
would be able to forgo the Senate’s involvement is through a recess appointment. According to The Recess Appointment Clause
in the Constitution, the president can make
appointments without the Senate’s approval when Congress is out of session. However, Smith said it is unlikely this will happen.
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“If the Senate goes out of session,
(Obama) could technically make an appointment without the Senate’s approval,”
he said. “The Senate will probably stay in
session from now until the president leaves
office to keep something like that from happening.”

If the Democrats win the presidency
Sims said Senate Republicans may confirm Garland if it looks like a liberal presidential candidate, such as Hillary Clinton or
Bernie Sanders, will win the election. Sims
said that although Garland is far from a conservative, he is not a member of the far left.
“I think (Obama) appointed Garland
because Garland has that reputation of being a bit more moderate, and I think that’s
why (Obama) did it – hoping that he’d win
some political points,” he said.
Smith said confirming Garland would
be a good idea for Senate Republicans if it
looks like the Democrats are going to win.
“My guess is if the Republicans figure
they have no chance or very little chance of
winning the November election, they will
confirm Judge Garland at that point,” Smith
said. “He’s probably the most moderate
candidate Hillary Clinton would nominate,
(and) he’s the most moderate candidate
Obama would choose. I would (confirm
Garland then) if I were them.”

Moderate or not?
But Marc Clauson, professor of history
and law at Cedarville, said Garland may not
be as moderate as he seems.
He said Garland has made anti-second
amendment decisions and has deferred
cases with regulatory agencies (such as the
EPA) to the federal government or state
governments. Clauson said this makes Garland seem more liberal because modern
liberals tend to believe in more government
involvement, and Garland has handed these
cases over to be decided by the government.
Thus, Clauson said he believes Garland will
be a typical liberal on the Supreme Court.
Clauson said that not only is it possible

that the Republican senators might confirm Garland to avoid a more liberal nominee, but the Democrats may reject him,
hoping for a more liberal nominee.

The politics of the situation
Sims said the process of nominating
a Supreme Court justice has become very
political. For example, he said Obama
wanted to call a filibuster on Samuel Alito’s nomination by then-President George
W. Bush when Obama was a senator, because Obama wanted a more liberal Supreme Court justice. However, Alito was
confirmed.
A filibuster would have postponed
the vote until a new president was elected, possibly leading to the nomination of a
more liberal justice.
“Should it be that way? Probably not,
but it is,” Sims said. “It is what it is. Gosh, I
hate that saying, but it works here. It’s just
the way it is. It is part of the political process, anymore whether we like it or not, it
really is.”

Will Garland be confirmed?
Smith said he believes Garland’s nomination will be confirmed.
“I suspect the Republicans will lose
the presidential election in November
based on what’s happening right now, so I
think (Garland’s) in a somewhat good position,” he said.
But Sims said he doesn’t believe Garland is going to win the nomination because Senate Republicans have been so
resistant to even discuss Garland’s nomination to the Supreme Court.
“If I’m inclined to think this through,
I’m inclined to think that Garland is not
going to get the nomination,” he said. “But
I’ll tell (you), this has been such a crazy political season, who knows?”
Jen Taggart is a junior journalism major
and off-campus news editor for Cedars.
She enjoys writing, listening to music and
fueling her chocolate addiction.

graphic by Grace Countryman

by Jen Taggart
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Christa Cape: Artist

S

enior art major Christa Cape is one of
four students who received the 2016
Yeck College Artist Fellowship from
the Dayton Art Institute.
As part of this fellowship, Cape, along
with three other college students, has spent
the last nine weeks teaching and mentoring
14 high school art students.
“It has been really cool to watch the
high school students’ progression for the
last nine weeks,” Cape said. “It was fun getting the opportunity to teach, because that
isn’t really something that we get to do often. It was also nice to work as a team with
the other artists, because it took the pressure off of having to perform.”
During her days of teaching, Cape said
she wrote lesson plans and worked one-onone with students to aid them in the problem solving process and in creating their art.
In addition to teaching, Cape was given
a grant of $1,000 to produce artwork that
will be featured at the Dayton Art Institute.
Her theme, “Seasons,” specifically highlights the various seasons of life. Cape has
created paintings revolving around the natural world and nature as a metaphor for the
seasons of life.

Creating
Cape said she drew her inspiration from
her childhood in the woods of New Hampshire. She said she has always been drawn
to nature and finds most of her inspiration
in the constant change of life. Through her
art, she said she explores the times of life,
exposes themes of hope and encourages her
audiences to savor the world around them.
When creating a new piece of art, Cape
said she always thinks about art as communication.
“What do I have that is different that I
want to share with people?” she said.
In her art, she tries to connect the seasons in nature and the seasons of life with
theology, Cape said.
April 2016

Cape will complete four pieces for the
Dayton Art Institute as a Yeck College Artist
Fellow. She said she had to plan out every
piece before she started creating it, which
was a new process for her.
“My normal approach is OK,” she said.
“I’m making this art, and I don’t really know
where it’s going to go, but I’m making this
art. Whereas this time, it is for a specific
setting, so I am talking to my mentor and
thinking things through logistically and
narrowing down all the details before even
making the pieces.”

Finding a purpose
One main difference between Cape and
the other fellowship recipients is Cape’s
Christian background.
Annie Lee-Zimerle, assistant professor
of art and design at Cedarville, said Cape’s
faith can be seen in all the work she creates.
“Christa is a highly respected student
in our studio art program,” Lee-Zimerle
said. “She incorporates her faith and love
for Christ in her art. I can’t wait to see the
completion of this project.”
Cape said her favorite part of the fellowship has been getting to know the other
artists, as the fellowship has been her first
big interaction with secular artists.
“They’ve all come from different artistic backgrounds, and I am so used to Cedarville’s atmosphere,” she said. “Hearing
about their work and challenges has been
really interesting.”
As she has studied at Cedarville, Cape
said she strives to integrate her faith into everything she creates. She said this has given
her a unique perspective when it comes to
creating art for the fellowship.
“Hopefully, (the other fellowship recipients) can see my faith through my artwork
and be influenced by that,” Cape said. “One
thing I’ve noticed is that while their art has
artistic and conceptual depth, it lacks theological meaning. It is difficult for them to
find a reason for creating and finding that
purpose that I feel as a Christian artist.”

Jennifer Gammie/Cedars

by Hannah Dunlap

Christa Cape, a senior art major from New Hampshire, sits with her art in the Senior Showcase
in the Upper SSC. Cape is one of four local college students who received the 2016 Yeck
College Artist Fellowship from the Dayton Art Institute.

Cape’s art will be displayed at the
Dayton Art Institute from May through
September.

Hannah Dunlap is freshman journalism
major and arts & entertainment writer for
Cedars. She has an affinity for photography, exploring and Netflix marathons.
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IN-DEPTH: SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

48 Graduating Students Pioneer the Pharmacy Path
In 2008, the university named Sweeney
the founding dean of the School of Pharmacy. In early 2009, assistant deans were selected, one of them being Lewis.

Campbell Bortel/Cedars

From academic promise to reality

Kale Hanavan (left) and Godfred Atta Effa (right) are first-year students in Cedarville University’s professional pharmacy program. The School of
Pharmacy will graduate its first 48 students on May 7.

by Anna Dembowski and
Jonathan Gallardo

C

edarville University’s School of
Pharmacy will graduate its first doctoral class of 48 students in just a few
days. The program, which is nearing full accreditation, was simply a hope 10 years ago.

The beginning
A group of individuals familiar with
the university created an advisory council
in 2006 that was charged with envisioning
a professional pharmacy program at the
university. Dean of the School of Pharmacy
Marc Sweeney said the school was founded
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on the idea to train Christian pharmacists.
“I wanted to build a school that ultimately trains students on how to be good
stewards of God’s wisdom,” Sweeney said.
“We often talk about being good stewards
of what God gives us, and people automatically assume that’s finances and resources.
One of our great resources is wisdom.”
A decade ago, there was no pharmacy
school in the nation that had both Christian
students and Christian faculty and staff. Jeff
Lewis, associate dean of the School of Pharmacy, asked why not?
“Why not establish a program where
we can train and graduate students with a
faith in Christ, equipped with the skills and

knowledge associated with the profession of
pharmacy to go serve others in that fashion
too?” he said.
Lewis said beginning Cedarville’s
School of Pharmacy seemed like a logical
next step to furthering Cedarville’s commitment to serving the needs of others.
“It’s a healthcare profession, it fits nicely with the mission of Cedarville University,
and it dovetailed nicely with the existing
nursing program in terms of the types of
undergraduate training we had,” Lewis said,
“so we already had an infrastructure here at
the university strong in the sciences, which
is the basis for our pharmacy graduate program.”

The students graduating this May with
their doctorate came to Cedarville based on
a promise that there would be a professional pharmacy school in the near future. That
was all they had.
“The majority of this graduating class
came to Cedarville in either 2008 or 2009
as undergraduates,” Lewis said, “with an intention of studying pharmacy three or four
years later, in a program that had no framework, had no faculty, had no facility, had no
accreditation. It didn’t exist.”
One of the members of the first graduating class, Nathan Luce, said he chose
Cedarville’s program because though the
pharmacy program was but a hope, Cedarville was the only campus he visited that felt
like home.
“We didn’t have a building or anything,
but we did have a couple of faculty members and Dean Sweeney and a prayer, so we
kind of hung onto that hope. And here we
are seven years later,” he said. “It was a little
difficult to see the vision, but eventually we
got there.”
Josh Arnold, another graduating student, said though he came into the program
only with the knowledge that there would
be a professional pharmacy program, he
had confidence that the program would
be strong, as Cedarville’s engineering and
nursing programs were at the time.
Lewis said students came based on that
academic promise.
“They came with the intention of studying at a university, eventually a professional
pursuit in pharmacy, based on the promise
of the administration of this university to
them, saying, ‘We are going to build it and
it’s going to be successful, and we want you
to be a part of it,’” Lewis said.
Lewis described these students as persevering pioneers, in part because they have
been essentially the school’s guinea pigs
April 2016

IN-DEPTH: SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
who paved the way for the students who
have followed in their footsteps.
“Every course they took was the first
time the course had ever been offered, every
course, every year, 18 credit hours per semester,” Lewis said. “There were challenges
in that because the first launch of any given
course has its struggles. So the first launch
of every course added together, challenges,
no doubt.”
Juanita Draime, a member of the class
of 2016, said although it wasn’t smooth sailing all the time, the professors listened with
open ears.
“Some of (the classes) were rough,” she
said. “But the faculty were amazing, and
they always listened to our grumblings and
our critiques.”
Despite the challenges of being a member of the inaugural pharmacy class, it’s
been an interesting experience, Luce said.
“Anytime you’re the first to do something, it’s going to be difficult just because
you don’t have anyone else to draw experience from,” he said. “But I think overall,
it was a great experience because we kind
of banded together a little bit more than I
think we would have otherwise as a class.”
Lewis said he and the rest of the faculty have been open with the students as the
program has developed.
“We have students involved in our official faculty committees, and they’re involved in our accreditation process. They’re
involved all over the place, so we are always
getting feedback from our students,” he
said.
Lewis said this feedback has helped
the school make the necessary adjustments
to improve the program for the upcoming
pharmacy students.
And he said though it’s nice to see the
first graduating class and the school nearing
full accreditation after 10 years of planning,
there’s another part he enjoys more.
“The real fun and excitement for me has
been watching how God has brought together a talented exceptional group of faculty, a
supporting staff, and a student body that
has purposefully come to Cedarville University’s School of Pharmacy,” Lewis said.

Dedicated to service
One of Sweeney’s goals in founding the
April 2016

school was to build a school of students who
reached out to the underserved.
“That’s not just international missions
trips, but that’s also serving in inner cities and rural areas and everywhere where
there’s people who have needs,” he said.
Luce went to Honduras to do health
screenings and work with different pharmacies in the country. Draime has had missions opportunities in southeast Ohio, Los
Angeles and India.
Lewis said he and the other faculty
members have been impressed by the number of ways the students have demonstrated
a desire to serve.
“They have been in the mindset and
the practice of serving others in ways that
are just beyond what we could have ever
done ourselves,” Lewis said. “So if it was up
to the faculty and staff to have created all
the opportunities that this inaugural class
engaged in, it would be 10 percent of what
they’ve actually done.”

Accreditation
If everything goes according to plan,
Cedarville’s School of Pharmacy will be fully accredited this June. The accreditation
board visited Cedarville in March regarding
full accreditation, and the School of Pharmacy met all 30 standards, Sweeney said.
The accreditation process began prior
to 2012 for the school, and Cedarville was
given pre-candidate accreditation status in
the fall of 2012 so the university could begin accepting students to the professional
program. Once students were in the professional program, the accreditation board
could review the school as a candidate for
accreditation, which is where Cedarville
stands now. Sweeney said candidate status
allows the school to graduate students who
can become licensed pharmacists, but the
school cannot maintain candidate status for
more than four years.
“After that, you have to be fully accredited, or you shut down,” Sweeney said. “So,
full accreditation is really important for us
for the longevity of the program.”
Lewis said the School of Pharmacy
must maintain its accreditation year after
year even after being fully accredited, but
full accreditation has been the school’s goal
for the last 10 years.

A changing profession
Regardless of full accreditation, the
future is not without its challenges. Lewis
said one of the school’s biggest concerns is
figuring out how to prepare its students for
issues in healthcare. Medical abortion, physician-assisted suicide and mental illness
are all issues that are at the forefront right
now, Lewis said, and students are learning
how to deal with those. But the landscape of
healthcare changes quickly.
“The challenge is how to prepare students to face the needs 10 to 20 years from
now that we don’t know exist yet,” Lewis said. “And those needs are going to be
heavy.”

“We didn’t have
a building or
anything, but we
did have a couple of
faculty members and
Dean Sweeney and
a prayer, so we kind
of hung onto that
hope.”
Nathan Luce
Class of 2016

The 7-year commitment
But Lewis said the class of 2016 came
to Cedarville with a purpose – a purpose to
understand what it is to be a Christian and
a pharmacist.
“They are believers first, Christ-followers first, they are trained in pharmacy, and
they wanted to know (how) to serve others
well in that training,” Lewis said. “They are
caring for patients as a class, as a whole,
with Christ’s compassion in mind, serving
people as they serve Christ.”
Kelly Madden, a graduating student,
said the greatest strength of Cedarville’s
School of Pharmacy lies in its Christ-centered focus.

“It is a program that is unlike any other,
because it is a Christ-centered approach,”
she said, “and it focuses on developing you
not only as a practitioner, but as a Christian
pharmacist, and it really helps develop you
spiritually as well as academically.”
Madden said although seven years
might seem like a long time, one should not
let that get in the way of following God’s
plan.
“I think if you feel that God has called
you to do something like that, the time
should not be a deterrent in that way,” she
said. “Seven years flies by.”
Arnold said pursuing pharmacy was
well worth the seven-year commitment, as
it’s afforded him many opportunities. He’ll
be working in the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota
next year for a residency program – a step
closer to his goal of working as a pharmacist
at a large hospital.
Luce said he dreamed of being a pharmacist since he was young, and he’s glad he
didn’t give up his dream.
“I’ve known since I was about 13 that I
wanted to be a pharmacist. My grandpa was
a pharmacist, and he told me stories about
working in the hospital,” he said. “I stuck
with it, and I have no regrets. That 13-yearold was right. I’m 100 percent happy with
where I’m at right now. This is a great profession.”
Draime, who hopes to one day be a faculty member, came to Cedarville’s School of
Pharmacy after working as an elementary
school teacher. Looking for a career change,
she began working as a pharmacy technician in Springfield, Ohio, and then was encouraged to pursue pharmacy at Cedarville.
She’ll soon be beginning a two-year health
outcomes fellowship in the School of Pharmacy, which will allow her to do research,
teach and practice as a pharmacist. In addition to being an inaugural member of the
professional program, Draime will also be
the first to hold the fellowship position.
“From day one, even freshman year,
we’ve always been challenged by Dean Sweeney and the rest of the faculty to … find the
opportunities and make the opportunities
happen,” she said. “We’ve kind of already
made our mark in the pharmacy world in
several big ways, which is kind of cool to see
my classmates achieving big things.”
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A bright future
Sweeney said he thinks the future looks
bright for the first graduating class.
“I think they are leaders, I think they’re
risk-takers, and I think they’re going to be
highly successful,” he said. “I think they’re
going to be in significant leadership in multiple spaces. And I believe that they’ll actually be servant-minded and actually desire
to serve God and people, and I think that’s
really exciting.”
Lewis said the graduating students
have already been well-received by the clinics, pharmacies and hospitals in which they
have worked, despite the School of Pharmacy having no track record of excellence.
“And so (our students are) side-by-side
(with students) from universities who have
been in the game for a while,” Lewis said.
“And we have these preceptors coming to us
without any prompting, saying, ‘I want you
to know that your students are excellent. In
fact, can I keep them for another month?
Because I don’t want them to leave at the
end of this month.’”
Lewis said he believes that as graduates, the class of 2016 will continue to excel
in its chosen field.
“I believe that in the years ahead, the
Cedarville University School of Pharmacy is
going to be recognized nationally for graduating pharmacists that are not only compassionate, knowledgeable (and) able to lead,
but will be noted as being excellent in every
regard,” he said. “Time will tell, we don’t
have any history with that yet, but I think
that’s what we’re going to see.”

The first doctoral class will join other
graduating students May 7 for the
University’s 120th commencement
ceremony. Read about the history of
Cedarville University at ReadCedars.
com in preparation for the big day.
Anna Dembowski is a senior journalism
major and editor-in-chief for Cedars. She
loves coffee and craves adventure. Follow
her at @annabbowskers.
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism
major and sports editor for Cedars. He has
no idea what he’s doing, but he knows he’s
doing it really, really well.
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MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS

31

Anticipated growth of

%

Earn your masters
degree to serve in
one of the fastest
growing professions
in the country.*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics 2012-2022

Wheaton’s Marriage and Family Therapy
faculty contribute to the national
licensure exam and establish the Illinois
licensure standards. As visionaries in the
field, they know what it takes for you to
become a successful practitioner.

wheaton.edu/MFT3
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Comparing Pharmacy Graduate Programs
Cedarville’s young pharmacy graduate program keeps up with its Midwest and faith-based competitors
by Emily Day and Jen
Taggart

students.
In addition to simply earning a pharmacy degree, Belmont University offers a
dual degree program in which students can
earn both a Master of Business Administration and a doctorate in pharmacy.
Extracurricular opportunities for pharmacy students include Belmont University’s
College of Pharmacy Chapter of the College
of Psychiatric and Neurologic Pharmacists,
the university’s chapter of the National Community Pharmacists Association
(NCPA) and Phi Lamda Sigma.
Belmont University, located in Nashville, Tennessee, said on its website that it is
“a student-centered Christian community.”
The College of Pharmacy was granted full
accreditation by the Accreditation Council
for Pharmacy Education in the 2011-2012
academic year.

S

tudents in Cedarville University’s
School of Pharmacy are already making their mark in healthcare, despite
the program’s youth. As the first class of
doctoral students graduates on May 7, who
are Cedarville’s competitors in the pharmacy profession? What professional opportunities or concentrations do other graduate
programs offer pharmacy students?
Cedars researched six pharmacy graduate programs at Midwest or faith-based
institutions to provide a summary of Cedarville’s competition.

Ohio Northern University

April 2016

University of Findlay

Campbell Bortel/Cedars

Ohio Northern University’s pharmacy
program began in 1884, 13 years after the
university itself was founded. The Raabe
College of Pharmacy at Ohio Northern has
a direct entry program, meaning students
are enrolled into the program their first
year of college and receive their doctorate
of pharmacy in six years.The Raabe College of Pharmacy said on its website that its
mission is to “prepare pharmacists who improve health, serve others, lead change and
advance the profession.”
Steve Martin, dean of the College of
Pharmacy, said the college is located in a rural setting with an underserved population,
which allows students to learn service.
“Because of our rural area and the underserved community in which we live, we
prepare students to provide and care for
those who are underserved,” he said.
Students serve the community through
ONU Healthwise, a program run by faculty,
students and other healthcare professionals. ONU Healthwise provides blood pressure screenings, vaccinations, diabetes care,
and more.
Ohio Northern University, located
in Ada, Ohio, is affiliated with the United
Methodist Church. The Raabe College of
Pharmacy is accredited by the Accreditation
Council for Pharmacy Education.

Jessica Ward, a first-year graduate pharmacy student, works with fellow graduate students
in lab class. Cedarville’s School of Pharmacy was founded in 2008 and will graduate its first
class of students this May.

Belmont University
Belmont University’s College of Pharmacy, founded in 2007, enrolls up to 85
students per year and has an 11:1 faculty to
student ratio. To be accepted into Belmont’s
College of Pharmacy, students must have
completed 64 credit hours of other coursework, have a minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA
and pass the Pharmacy College Admission

Test (PCAT).
The graduate pharmacy program at
Belmont has five concentration areas. These
areas include pharmacotherapy, information management, pharmacy management
and pharmacy missions/public health.
Philip Johnston, dean of the College
of Pharmacy at Belmont, said the concentration areas are like minors for pharmacy

The University of Findlay College of
Pharmacy was established in 2004, and like
Ohio Northern, it offers a six-year direct entry program in which college freshmen may
enroll.
The first two years of the program are
general education requirements. The third
year includes an introduction to pharmaceutical sciences, as well as beginning supervised experience under a professional
pharmacist. The fourth and fifth years allow
students to learn pharmacy science more
in-depth and choose from electives in other areas, such as diabetes management or
pediatrics. During the third, fourth and fifth
years, students shadow a practicing pharmacist.
In the sixth year, students take part
in Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPES), which are also known as
rotations. These are practical experiences
required by the Accreditation Council for
Pharmacy Education for every accredited
pharmacy school.
Acceptance into the College of Pharmacy is contingent upon students having at
least a 3.0 GPA and an ACT score of 23 or an
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How does our

School of pharmacy

school

cost per year job placement

Belmont University

established 2008 |Nashville, TN

compare?

( licensure exam )

estimated
class size

NAPLEX scores

for Fall 2015

$35,700

83%

93%

75

$35,150

97%

96%

165

$51,683

97%

97%

93

$32,960

100%

96%

60

$32,950

84%

76%

80

$38,929

99%

89%

185

$31,444

[not available]

[not available]

43

as of 2015

as of 2015

pass rate, 2015

per year

s o u r c e s : b e l m o n t . e d u & n a b p. n e t

Ohio Northern University
established 1884 | Ada, OH
s o u r c e : o n u . e d u & n a b p. n e t

University of Findlay

established 2004 | Findlay, OH
s o u r c e : f i n d l a y. e d u & n a b p. n e t

Union University

established 2008 | Jackson, TN
s o u r c e : u u . e d u & n a b p. n e t

Presbyterian College

established 2010 | Clinton, SC

Mylan School of Pharmacy

established 1925 | Pittsburgh, PA
s o u r c e : d u q . e d u & n a b p. n e t

Cedarville University

established 2008 | Cedarville, OH
source: cedarville.edu

SAT score of 1590.
The College of Pharmacy offers dual
degree programs in which students receive
a doctorate in pharmacy and a Master of
Business Administration, a Master of Sci-

12

ence in health informatics, a Bachelor of
Science in forensic science, or an Associate
of Arts in equestrian.
The University of Findlay offers extra
curriculars for students, such as the Acad-

emy of Student Pharmacists, the Pharmacy
Student Leadership Council and the Student National Pharmaceutical Association.
The University of Findlay, located in
Findlay, Ohio, is affiliated with the Church-

graphic by Grace Countryman

s o u r c e : p h a r m a c y. p r e s b y. e d u & n a b p. n e t

es of God and accepts “individuals of all
faiths,” according to its website.
The College of Pharmacy was granted full accreditation by the Accreditation
Council for Pharmacy Education in the
April 2016
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2010-2011 academic year.

Union University School of Pharmacy
Union University School of Pharmacy,
a Christian university in Jackson, Tennessee, welcomed its first class in the fall of
2008. For eight years, Union University has
strived “to develop compassionate, comprehensively trained practitioners who are
equipped to meet the immediate and future
demands of pharmaceutical science and patient care in an ever-changing healthcare
environment,” according to the school’s
website.
Before students are granted admission into the school of pharmacy, they must
complete one of two pre-pharmacy tracks
Union offers.
Students who complete the two-year
pre-pharmacy track will follow the pre-professional coursework schedule. However,
completion of this track does not guarantee
acceptance into Union University’s School
of Pharmacy.
The pharmacy early admission program, or PEAP, specifically targets highly
qualified students for the university’s doctorate program. Any student admitted to the
university is eligible for the PEAP program,
as well as any student who has completed
a full academic year with a minimum of 28
pharmacy prerequisites and maintained a
3.0 GPA.
Students who participate in PEAP are
guaranteed admission to Union’s School of
Pharmacy and are exempted from taking
the PCAT. PEAP also provides students with
one-on-one mentoring with the school of
pharmacy staff and the opportunity to meet
current pharmacy students.
Upon completion of the undergraduate
program, the traditional doctorate program
consists of two years – one year of residency
and a second year of preceptorship or experiential education. Both the residency and
the experiential education are designed to
get the students engaged in the community and patient care by placing students in
pharmaceutical centers, hospitals and ambulatory care. This gives students not only
the opportunity to put into practice classroom concepts, but it allows students to
come face-to-face with patients, learning to
care for them and their needs.
April 2016

In addition to the traditional doctorate
program, Union offers students the option
to receive a dual degree of a doctorate in
pharmacy and a Master of Business Administration. The dual degree program provides
students with additional skills, as well as the
tools necessary to start their own clinic.
Union University students are also
given the unique opportunity to pursue a
post-doctoral fellowship working alongside
members of the School of Pharmacy staff.
Currently, Union offers two fellowship programs, one in pharmacometrics and one
in medicinal chemistry. Each is a one-year
program.
Union University’s pharmacy graduate program was granted full accreditation
by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education in the 2011-2012 academic year.

Presbyterian College School
of Pharmacy
The Presbyterian College School of
Pharmacy, located in Clinton, South Carolina, was founded in 2010, and the first class
graduated with 76 students in 2014. According to its website, the goal of Presbyterian
College is to produce pharmacists “with an
unwavering ethical foundation” who will
dedicate their lives to serving their communities well.
Presbyterian College offers three different pre-pharmacy tracks to prepare students for the graduate program.
The traditional pre-pharmacy track allows students to complete their pre-pharmacy program within two-to-three years or to
pursue a bachelor’s degree before entering
the pharmacy graduate program. However,
this track doesn’t guarantee admittance into
Presbyterian’s School of Pharmacy.
The degree-plus track combines
pre-pharmacy courses with requirements
for either a biology or chemistry degree at
Presbyterian College. Students on this track
will complete three years of pre-pharmacy
and four-years of the professional program
to receive both a Bachelor of Science in either biology or chemistry and a doctorate of
pharmacy in seven years.
The Presbyterian College School of
Pharmacy only accepts 80 students each
year to maintain its two-to-one staff to student ratio. To distinguish the school from

its competitors, students completing either
the traditional or degree-plus pre-pharmacy tracks are encouraged to participate in
local community service opportunities. Students get involved in the local community
in both a service and pharmaceutical capacity whether through the school or a local
church.
Presbyterian College also offers an early entry pre-pharmacy track, which allows
select students to earn a Doctor of Pharmacy degree in six years. This track is designed
for qualified high school students who are
serious about pursuing a career in pharmacy with the goal of obtaining a graduate education. This allows students to bypass the
competitive admissions process, since their
seats will be reserved upon completion of
the two-year pre-pharmacy program.
Students also have the opportunity to
work in the university’s Community Care
Pharmacy. Community Care Pharmacy
serves as a location for students to gain
practical learning experience.
Presbyterian College is affiliated with
the Presbyterian Church. Full accreditation
of the School of Pharmacy was affirmed by
the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education in the 2014-2015 academic year.

Mylan School of Pharmacy
The Duquesne University Mylan School
of Pharmacy, located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was established in 1925 with an enrollment of 50 students. Now, 91 years later,
the Mylan School of Pharmacy enrolls more
than 1,000 students in its six-year program
with the hopes of producing students who
not only advance the pharmaceutical profession, but “who improve the health outcomes of patients and their communities,”
according to the school’s website.
To be considered for admission into
Duquesne’s pharmacy program, students must complete a two-to-three year
pre-pharmacy program. Eighty-five percent
of students enrolled in the School of Pharmacy come from the undergraduate program at Duquesne.
The Mylan School of Pharmacy offers
a variety of programs for students to obtain both their master’s degree and Doctor
of Pharmacy. Though the majority of Mylan’s students choose the traditional four-

year doctoral program, Mylan also offers
a post-baccalaureate Doctor of Pharmacy
weekend program. This program offers
year-round course instruction on Saturdays
and Sundays. The program combines onsite courses and educational technologies so
that students can still earn their doctorate
degree in four years.
Mylan also offers students Academic
Research Centers, which provide students
practical, hands-on experience. A variety of
pharmacy care centers are available to students, ranging in focus from working with
patients to manufacturing pharmaceutical
technology.
The Duquesne University Center for
Pharmaceutical Technology focuses on the
advancement of pharmaceutical manufacturing. Students work alongside faculty and
have the chance to collaborate with them
on a variety of research endeavors. These
research projects all center on major issues
within the field, such as regulatory concerns, validation methods and the business
advantages of technology.
Students are also given the opportunity to choose from a variety of residency and
fellowship programs offered through Mylan.
In accordance with Mylan’s mission statement, “to develop professionals, through
student-centered experiences,” these programs strive to get students involved in the
community. So, the school of pharmacy has
partnered with area hospitals, care centers
and even the local Walgreens Pharmacy to
give students a wide-range of experiences
across the different areas of pharmaceutical
sciences.
The Mylan School of Pharmacy is affiliated with the Catholic Church and was
granted full accreditation by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education in the
1971-1972 academic year.

Emily Day is a junior journalism major
and arts & entertainment editor for Cedars. She is an avid reader, runner and is
a general Disney enthusiast.
Jen Taggart is a junior journalism major
and off-campus news editor for Cedars.
She enjoys writing, listening to music and
fueling her chocolate addiction.
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Ethics and the Pharmacist

CU’s School of Pharmacy emphasizes the study of ethics to prepare students for an ever-changing profession
by Kjersti Fry

14
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C

ontroversial issues such as late-term
abortion, euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide and contraceptives
have dominated the news in recent month.
Because of their controversial and difficult
nature, these issues represent the need for
the study of ethics.
Merriam-Webster defines ethics as “an
area of study that deals with ideas about
what is good and bad behavior; a branch
of philosophy dealing with what is morally right and wrong.” Because ethics and
healthcare are closely tied, students in Cedarville University’s School of Pharmacy are
challenged with, exposed to and prepared
for many ethical issues, both present and
future.
Jeff Lewis, associate dean of the School
of Pharmacy, began his career at Cedarville
in 2009. Lewis said that as part of the University, the School of Pharmacy considers
ethics a critical part of its curriculum.
“In every aspect of our curriculum, or
even extracurricular work, we are attempting to help students understand how (ethics) fits in with the larger story of the gospel,” he said.
Lewis said Scripture is the basis for the
School’s ethical principles. These principles,
he said, aid students when they are faced
with difficult ethical dilemmas.
“We are trying to uphold the truths of
Scripture in the midst of the complexities of,
in our case, the healthcare system,” he said.
Lewis said studying ethics allows students to understand who they are as part of
God’s creation and how to relate to others.
He said students must be prepared to care
for patients who may not share the same
values, religions or worldviews as they do.
Conversations, course work and practical
experiences throughout the professional
program help pharmacy students develop
their ethical stances, Lewis said.
Lewis said pharmacy students at Cedarville are exposed to ethical issues through
case studies and clinical work. In each year
of the professional program, students take

Vineeta Rao practices making an IV bag, as pharmacists would prepare in a hospital, during a pharmacy lab. Rao is a first-year student in
Cedarville’s professional pharmacy program.
part in clinical rotations through Introductory Pharmacy Practice Experiences (IPPE)
and Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE). After their clinical work, students are required to write reflection papers about specific ethical issues that arose
during the experience.
However, Lewis said students also discuss ethical issues in almost every class.
“Every course that we have has essentially ethical components, and our faculty
are always engaging in discussions about
ethical issues as they arise,” he said. “We are
grateful that we are in a place where we can
actually do that.”

Center for Bioethics
Cedarville’s School of Pharmacy is divided into two departments, pharmacy

practice and pharmaceutical science. Within the pharmacy practice department, one
Cedarville professor, Dr. Dennis Sullivan,
has dedicated his career to teaching students about ethical issues.
Sullivan, professor of pharmacy practice, is the director of Cedarville’s Center for
Bioethics. Before coming to Cedarville, Sullivan served as a missionary and practicing
surgeon in both Haiti and the Central African Republic. He was the medical director
of an 80-bed hospital in the Central African
Republic, but he and his family were moved
to the U.S. when the country erupted in civil war. When Cedarville asked Sullivan to
teach anatomy and physiology part time in
2004, he said he gladly agreed and changed
his career to being a professor. Sullivan
then pursued graduate training in bioeth-

ics, which he said is now his main academic
area. He began the Center for Bioethics in
2006 and since then has primarily taught
classes that focus on ethics.
The Center for Bioethics began as part
of Sullivan’s vision for Cedarville.
Sullivan said the Center’s goal is to
encourage and promote academic work in
clinical ethics. The Center’s many outlets
include a peer-reviewed journal called “Bioethics in Faith and Practice,” a podcast and
blog entitled “Bioethikos,” various speaking
events and social media.
The main course Sullivan teaches is
bioethics, which is currently offered only
to P3, or sixth-year, pharmacy students.
However, Lewis said the class will soon be
offered to first-year graduate pharmacy
students. He said this change will allow stuApril 2016
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dents to be exposed to ethical discussions at
the beginning of the professional program.

Teaching ethics in the classroom
Sullivan said his approach to teaching
ethics has two distinctive features. First, he
strives to teach normative ethics rather than
Christian ethics. He said normative ethics is
the set of ethical standards that applies to
all people, not just Christians.
To explain the concept, he used the example of abortion. Christians believe that
abortion is wrong not just for other Christians, but for all people, he said. This is a
case in which individuals use normative
ethics, he said. In normative ethics, Sullivan said he teaches the general principles
that have been accepted by the medical
community for thousands of years. He said
he teaches this way so his students are prepared to face ethical issues in secular environments.
“When I train my students, I train
them to enter the pluralistic marketplace
of healthcare,” he said. “I’m training them
to understand normative ethics so that they
can work in a setting where their faith position may be the minority … yet they can still
take a stand based on generally accepted
secular principles.”
Second, Sullivan promises a safe learning environment. While ethical discussions
are often controversial, he said, students’
ethical convictions never affect their grade
in the class.
“I have some very strong ethics opinions. But I have a safe classroom. Students
agreeing with me on their particular conclusions has nothing to do with their grade,”
Sullivan said. “I want them to arrive at their
convictions because they’ve been convinced
by the arguments and the evidence themselves.”
Sullivan said his bioethics class has
four main components. First, he incorporates ethical theory, which is the study of
the different approaches to ethics. Second,
he includes human personhood, which is
unique to Cedarville’s curriculum. Human
personhood teaches students the foundation of the inherent value of humans, from
theological, philosophical and scientific arguments. Third, Sullivan teaches historical
ethics, or the history of the study of ethics,
April 2016

from Hippocrates to the modern era. Lastly,
Sullivan touches on specific areas of ethics,
such as end-of-life ethics, beginning-of-life
ethics and genetic ethics.

Ethics today and tomorrow
Sullivan said the major ethical issues
of today are abortion and assisted suicide,
but more recently, the issue of professional right of conscience has gained attention.
This refers to health professionals’ right to
not be complicit with a moral evil, he said.
For example, while both physicians and
nurses are allowed by Ohio law to choose
not to refer a patient to an abortion clinic,
pharmacists are not protected in this way.
Yet Sullivan cautions that pharmacy students should exercise their rights with care
and caution.
“If you’re going to exercise your right
of conscience, you’re going to have to be
thoughtful, careful and reason through it,”
Sullivan said, “because otherwise you could
really hurt the cause of Christ.”
Lewis said pharmacy students should
be prepared to face future ethical issues, as
well as those that are current.
“We’re trying to prepare (students) to
address those dilemmas that don’t yet exist
by giving them a solid foundation of principles and processes for evaluating a dilemma,” Lewis said.
Sullivan said he sees four coming ethical challenges in pharmacy and general
healthcare. First, he said as abortion becomes easier, it will come with fewer consequences. Second, Sullivan said, healthcare
will become more limited or rationed, based
on utilitarian principles. For example, the
elderly could become deprived of medical
care based on their decreased “use” to society. Third, he said medicine will become
more dehumanized and impersonal, especially as health professionals are pressured to see more patients in less time. And
fourth, he said that as new technologies are
developed, new challenges will arise, especially for beginning-of-life ethics and endof-life ethics.
While Sullivan said he incorporates
Christian principles into his ethics classes, he said his goal is to teach his students
multiple ethical theories and to equip them
to use each theory well. These theories, he

said, are sources outside of Christianity that
students can rely on when making ethical
decisions.
“We have to recognize that although
Scripture is our primary source of ethical
guidance, Scripture is not comprehensive. It
doesn’t cover every possibly contingency,”
he said. “We have other sources of wisdom.”
Students should use God’s gift of reason when making ethical decisions, he said.
Jeb Ballentine, associate professor of
pharmacy practice, said the School of Pharmacy works to prepare students for future
issues by equipping them with principles
and processes.
“(We are) giving you the tools to approach that problem the same way every
time,” he said. “The variables will change a
little bit, but the ultimate formula won’t.”
Ballentine, who has been a professor
at Cedarville for five years, said pharmacy
is by nature a profession filled with ethical
dilemmas.
“We’ve all entered this profession because we want to help people and heal people, but at the same time, because we are
dealing with drugs, it’s a very regulated profession,” he said. “Almost daily your desire
to heal is going to come into conflict with
the laws you are bound to follow.”
Regarding right of conscience, Ballentine said a pharmacist’s current right in almost every state to choose which prescriptions to fill may change in coming years.
However, he said that even though ethical
issues will continue to fluctuate, students
should make it a priority to learn about ethical issues and develop their own stance.
“The issues keep changing, but your
values don’t and your approach to the issues
shouldn’t,” he said.

Pharmaceutical sciences
Those more focused on pharmaceutical
sciences also have their fair share of ethical
dilemmas with which to grapple.
Elisha Injeti, vice chair and associate
professor of pharmaceutical sciences, began
working at Cedarville in 2009. Injeti said he
became interested in the field of bioethics
during his graduate studies when he began teaching a laboratory course on animal
experimentation and research. He said he
started asking questions such as, “What is

the right way to treat animals, and who decides that?”
Injeti pursued further studies in bioethics, and when he arrived at Cedarville, he
joined the Center for Bioethics.
Injeti said it is important for pharmacy
students to know how to conduct research
in an ethical manner.
“There are ethical principles that you
follow when you are working with human
research and when you are working with
animal research,” he said.
Injeti said ethical issues, such as stem
cell research, synthetic biology and research
methods, face those in the field of pharmaceutical science.
Injeti said that, ultimately, students
must make ethics a priority in order to serve
and glorify God.
“We are called to do everything for his
glory,” he said. “So, how can you do everything for God’s glory if you don’t even understand how God expects you to treat your
research subjects?”

The Christian component
Cedarville students have a distinct
opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions about ethics because of the structure of the university, Lewis said. He said
that while other universities have similar
approaches for teaching ethics, Cedarville
uniquely combines Christian principles and
Christian students.
“This is the only school of pharmacy where we not only have … Scripture as
our guiding principles, but we also have a
student body who professes a relationship
with Christ,” he said. “It does offer a unique
opportunity to train in a fashion that is not
available anywhere else.”

WEBSCLUSIVE:
The School of Pharmacy began a
patient call center in March 2016.
Watch a video about CedarCare at
ReadCedars.com
Kjersti Fry is a sophomore pharmacy major and campus news editor for Cedars. She
enjoys playing piano and ultimate frisbee
and spending time with friends and family.
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Born Out of the Fires of Failure

Through failure, a creative writing professor learns how to wait and how to write
by Jonathan Gallardo

Writing the novel
Graff grew up on a hobby farm in Niagara, Wisconsin. As a child, he gardened,
rode and fixed tractors, played in barns and
hunted in the woods with his two brothers
and his Alaskan Husky.
The son of a mechanic at the local paper
mill, Graff loved working with machines.
When he graduated from high school, he
joined the Air Force as a jet mechanic. After spending some time in Charleston,
South Carolina, and Frankfurt, Germany,
Graff went to Kandahar, Afghanistan, in the
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A

ndy Graff hadn’t written one creative sentence since editors rejected the novel he’d spent seven years
writing. Two years had passed since the
manuscript he’d labored over through college, grad school and beyond found a home
in his dresser drawer, never to be read by
anyone else.
So he sat in front of his fireplace on a
Wisconsin winter night, feeding old college
papers, notes and syllabi to the flames. As
he went through the boxes, throwing the reminders of his college days into the fire, he
came across an essay. Flannery O’Connor’s
“On the Nature and Aim of Fiction.”
He didn’t burn it.
He put it aside and read it later that
night. After finishing the essay, he picked up
a notebook and wrote one sentence about
boys pushing their bikes down a gravel road
between marshes.
It was that essay and this sentence
that got him back to creative writing – that
helped him pick up the pen again after his
seven years of failure.
A creative writing professor at Cedarville University, Graff arrived at the school
in the fall of 2015 with his wife, Heidi, and
their son, Levi. Since then their daughter,
Edith, has joined the family. The journey
to Cedarville was rough and frustrating at
times, but he said he doesn’t regret it because it changed him.

Creative writing professor Andy Graff spent seven years writing a novel that didn’t get published. But that failure helped bring him to Cedarville.
spring of 2002.
“I look back at pictures of myself holding an automatic weapon at 19 years old and
I think, ‘Wow, you didn’t know what you
were doing at all,’” he said.
Graff’s memories of Afghanistan are
bittersweet.
“When I look back, I’ve wanted to go
back often, because I’ve rarely felt that
alive,” he said. “Like brushing your teeth
behind a tent on a sand dune in Afghanistan, knowing there are Taliban in the desert watching you through scopes, was just
extraordinarily exciting.”
After four years in the Air Force, Graff
decided he wanted to get a college education. He enrolled in Lawrence University as
a 23-year-old college freshman. Initially, he
intended to be a paramedic, but he “decided
that was not for me once I got into the back
of an ambulance.”

He decided to major in English because
he’d always liked reading and writing. His
sophomore year, he began writing his novel,
but it started out as a first-person essay on
landing in Kandahar.
“The runway there was austere, it was
packed concrete, it wasn’t meant to be landed on by 400,000-pound jumbo jets, so it
was a really rough landing,” he said.
What interested Graff about his story
was the tension of a jet mechanic in a war
zone. He had a war story without any combat in it.
“How do you go all the way to the edge
but you’re still second-class?” he said. “How
do you go all the way to Kandahar, Afghanistan, but you’re still not quite in?”
The story wasn’t working in a nonfiction format, so Graff decided to switch directions.
“I just discovered in time that I needed

more freedom to mess with events and stuff
to try to make it dramatic,” he said. “I didn’t
pull it off, but it became fictional. So the
sights and sounds and smells of that novel
are from that life, the events and things like
that are not.”
He had a 200-page manuscript by the
time he finished college, and he used it to
get into the University of Iowa’s graduate-level creative writing program.
At the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, Graff
worked on his novel three to four hours
every morning. He studied under Pulitzer
Prize-winning authors, such as Marilynne
Robinson and James Alan McPherson. The
latter told Graff to try to get the novel published.
So he did. Near the end of graduate
school, he connected with an agent. He left
the University of Iowa with a Master of Fine
Arts in creative writing with an emphasis in
April 2016
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fiction. He accepted a full-time teaching position at a community college in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. He taught six or seven classes
per semester at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College. The workload was so heavy he
didn’t have time to work on his manuscript.
“I had to, in some ways, drop the whole
idea or self-image of Andy as budding novelist, just in order to survive and pay bills for
a while,” he said.
Graff spent his summers working on
the novel, and two years into his teaching
job at the community college, he tried selling it. His agent pitched it to several publishing houses, and in a few months, they
had all gotten back to him.
They said they loved the writing and
that they thought the characters were true
to life. But there was one problem with the
manuscript, and it was consistent across
the board. All the editors thought it was the
most boring novel they’d ever read.
And just like that, Graff’s dream of becoming a novelist died.
When Graff got the news, he stopped
writing. The next two years, he didn’t write
a single creative sentence. He was filled with
confusion.
“There was a definite period of mourning,” he said. “I had worked for the better
part of a decade toward this goal, toward
this moment and it didn’t pan out. And you
have to question, ‘What am I doing then?’”

Finding truth
Graff grew up in a Baptist church, but
his attendance was irregular at best. When
he left home, church was not on his mind.
“I did walk far and wide during my time
in the Air Force,” he said.
When he arrived at Lawrence University, Graff became enamored with postmodernism, and he said this influenced his
novel.
“I was writing it from a secular, postmodern, snarky, all-is-relative, there-is-nomeaning worldview,” he said. “So the book
was dark and moody and everyone said,
‘Wow, this is so good!’ Because if you write
something dark and moody in secular academia, even if it’s junk, it’s still art.”
But Graff realized he couldn’t live his
life according to a postmodern worldview.
“Practically, the thought that you have

to find your own way and your own moral
ground in life is completely bogus,” he said.
“You can’t do it. You need an external code.
So I realized that, and at least in my own life
was saying, ‘Wow, none of this is working.’”
Graff started attending a small Church
of Christ behind a park with a fountain.
Graff saw that the people in the congregation had something his friends did not have.
“What I noticed about them was they
smiled a lot, and they used words like ‘hope’
and ‘peace’ without laughing sarcastically
afterwards,” he said.
Graff began attending church regularly,
and he eventually placed his faith in God. In
grad school, he got baptized.
“I came back to (Christianity) as an
adult, very seriously, having counted the
cost, so to speak, and I haven’t looked back,”
he said.
Graff’s newfound faith influenced not
just his everyday life but his current project
as well. When he became a Christian, the
novel began to fall apart. His new worldview
didn’t mesh with the one he had presented
in the manuscript. So in grad school, he
tried to weave his new beliefs into the story.
“I wrote what I thought were great
scenes, like these characters were sitting on
the wings of broken jets in the desert talking
about God, and no one else thought that was
great,” he said.

A crazy summer
After four years at community college,
Graff felt it was time to move on. He was
teaching composition to 30-year-old welders. He also taught technical writing and the
occasional creative writing class. It was difficult, he said.
“I had to do a lot of work to convince
welders why reading Virginia Woolf is important,” he said. “And I had some good
times there, too, but overall, I really wanted
to get back to a liberal arts environment.”
Graff also wanted to teach in a Christian environment. He wanted no part of the
relativistic worldview that he saw in many
secular colleges. So he began applying to
Christian liberal arts schools around the
country.
Meanwhile, at Cedarville University,
the English Department was looking for a
creative writing professor. It had a vacancy

that hadn’t been filled since the spring of
2014. Kevin Heath, the department chair
at the time, got ahold of Graff’s resume and
saw that he had studied at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. So Heath decided to take a
closer look.
In the early summer of 2015, Graff got
a phone call from Heath. They talked, and
Heath said he had a good feeling about
Graff.
“It just felt like we were in sync, talking
about writers, talking about the goals of the
department when it came to creative writing,” Heath said. “The things that I wanted
to do and still wanted to accomplish were
still things that I thought sincerely he wanted to do.”
Graff visited Cedarville for an interview
that summer. During his visit, the department put together a class so it could see
Graff teach. Senior English major Rachael
Tague met Graff in that class.
“He came in really high energy and
excited, which I was glad about because I
loved fiction,” she said, “and he did a really
good job, it wasn’t too long, and he did a really good job of actually teaching.”
Graff was offered the position of creative writing professor, and he accepted it.
That summer was a busy one for the Graff
family. Graff finished teaching summer
classes, sold the home, packed, found a
place to live in Cedarville and moved. While
all this happened, Heidi was pregnant with
their second child.
“It was a crazy summer, but I have zero
regrets about coming here,” he said. “We
feel more at home in this town than we did
in our four years in our last one.”

Putting an octopus to bed
Senior graphic design and English major Elise Parsons was a student in Graff’s
first creative writing class at Cedarville.
Before she met him, her other professors
had described him to her, but not in much
detail. She expected a tall, blondish, military-type professor.
Graff surprised her when he walked
through the door of Ambassador 21 on an
August evening last year for the first day of
advanced fiction.
“He was about my height, with shaggy
dark hair and a dark beard and a Wiscon-

sin accent and he was actively rolling up
the sleeves of a red and brown plaid flannel
shirt,” she said. “I was like, ‘This is going to
be so much better than anybody warned me
about.’”
Parsons said Graff was enthusiastic
about the class.
“The first thing out of his mouth was,
‘Hello, y’all. Getting this together was kind
of like putting an octopus to bed here, but
we got all the details sorted out, and four of
you managed to survive it, so I think it’s going to be a good class,’” Parsons said.
She said she felt she was going to enjoy
the class after listening to Graff talk for a bit.
“He went on to tell us that the kind of
class where you couldn’t figure out the logistics and you met in the bottom of an old
house was exactly the kind of class he’d
always wanted to teach,” she said, “which
struck me as encouraging, because it was
kind of the class that I’d always wanted to
take.”
Heath said Graff has done well so far
and that the future looks bright.
“He’s killing it. He’s done a great job
with the Cedarville Review. I really like his
energy,” Heath said. “He and I both probably err on the side of ‘We want this to be the
best thing ever.’ So I like his ambitiousness
about the program.”
Graff’s students agree that he’s done a
good job of teaching. Tague, who took advanced fiction with Graff, said she likes his
approachable personality.
“My favorite thing about him is that
he’s a professor and he’s really great at what
he does, but he’s also a friend,” she said.
Parsons said she admires Graff’s ability
to approach different styles of writing.
“He will take whatever you throw at
him, immediately recognize what kind of a
project this is that you’re doing, and adapt
his expectations to pushing what you’ve got
further and seeing what happens,” she said,
“so in a lot of ways, he’s more accepting of
a wide variety of things because he’ll accept
success in a wide variety of appearances.”
He also taught her how to write better
descriptions.
“One piece of wisdom he gave me was,
‘Everything needs to have flesh,’” she said.
“It doesn’t matter what it does, as long as it’s
physically there.”
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This idea of physicality, of making an
imaginary world seem real to the reader, got
Graff back to writing fiction.

One Wisconsin winter night in early
2015, he brought out boxes of his old college
notes to the fireplace.
“I’d kept all of my papers from my undergraduate years, all the syllabi, all my
notes, all my papers, all my readings, I just
put them in boxes,” he said, “thinking I was
going to put together some grand portfolio
that would express my undergraduate training some day.”
Instead, he used them to start a fire. He
picked up pieces of paper and threw them
into the fireplace, showing no discrimination. He came across Flannery O’Connor’s
“On the Nature and Aim of Fiction.” He
almost set it on fire, but instead, he set it
aside.
Once he had thrown everything into
the fire, he read the essay. He arrived at this
sentence: “A lady who writes, and whom I
admire very much, wrote me that she had
learned from Flaubert that it takes at least
three activated sensuous strokes to make
an object real; and she believes that this is
connected with our having five senses. If
you’re deprived of any of them, you’re in a
bad way, but if you’re deprived of more than
two at once, you almost aren’t present.”
With this in mind, Graff picked up a
notebook and wrote one sentence, making
sure to apply what he had just read.
“I wrote a line about two boys pushing their bikes down a gravel road between
marshes,” he said. “And I included sound,
and I included visuals, and I included a
sense of touch.”
This line has turned into Graff’s next
manuscript. He began writing it early in the
spring of 2015.
“It’s kind of like a modern day Huck
Finn type of adventure,” he said. “Two
10-year-old boys running through national
forests away from something and towards
something.”
He has not had much time to work on
it since arriving at Cedarville, but he expects
to finish it by early summer.
“I have 75,000 words now of a novel
that started on a piece of scratch paper, you
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Finding inspiration in the fire

Andy Graff teaches composition, intro to literature, and fiction workshops at Cedarville. He
previously taught at a community college in Green Bay, Wisconsin.
know, inspired by an essay I almost used to
light a fire. It’s really weird.”

The art of waiting
Graff has no plans to rewrite, or revisit,
his first novel.
“I’m glad I have the failed novel in my
sock drawer, and it will always stay there. I’ll
never throw it out,” he said. “But I’ll probably never look at it again. Maybe when I’m
75 I’ll read a little bit of it and say, ‘No wonder they didn’t publish it. This is garbage.’”
Graff said, however, that at the time, he
was devastated his novel didn’t publish.
“It felt like a complete failure, but it was
good for me to learn how to deal with that,”
he said.
Graff said he enjoyed exploring the
ideas of the novel because they were his to
explore, but those ideas didn’t interest the
editors too much.
“In a dramatic sense, like, ‘Hey, here’s a

novel about someone who sits in the desert
and thinks about the desert and doesn’t do
much,’” he said. “That’s not a good novel at
all.”
Graff said he’s glad the novel wasn’t
published because it’s not indicative of what
he believes now.
“That novel in the sock drawer retains
parts of it that were written from that bitter, secular, lifeless, hopeless worldview.
And that didn’t publish,” he said. “And now,
I’m actually thankful that it didn’t publish,
because I think to myself, ‘Man, I wouldn’t
really want that thing pinned to my back.’”
When he looks back on the seven years
he spent writing his first novel, he doesn’t
regret it, he said, despite all the work he put
into it only to see it fail.
“I think that’s a good skill, to have
something really, really, really not pan out,”
he said. “You worked your tail off toward it
and it didn’t pan out and then you flounder.

“(Waiting) means to not question, poke
and prod. It means simply to just say, ‘OK,
God. I’ll stay calm until something comes.’”
Andy Graff

creative writing professor

I waited for a couple years. I did get to a
place, I didn’t spend those two years saying,
‘Woe is me.’ I had those moments, but I got
over it. I thought, ‘All right. God didn’t want
that.’”
Those seven years turned Graff into a
better writer, he said, but they made him a
better person as well.
“It taught me how to live, learning that
truth wasn’t relative, that my characters and
I brought the worst of the war upon ourselves via behavior,” he said.
He said that the failure also shook him
out of his idealized worldview.
“I think I started to feel entitled,” he
said. “Here I was as an undergrad and everyone tells me that everything is great and
life is going to be great, and I went to grad
school and I was sitting in classrooms with
Marilynne Robinson, and I started to think,
‘Well, of course, it’s going to be like this forever.’ It’s not.”
But the most important thing he
learned from that time, he said, was how to
wait on God.
“I think that’s where the waiting came
from,” he said, “is getting over that confusion and just being able to say to God, ‘Fine.
I’m fine with it. I’ll sit here by my fire in Wisconsin for the next 50 years if this is what
you have me doing, and that’s enough.’”
To master the art of waiting, Graff said,
one must place complete trust in God.
“It means to not question, poke and
prod,” he said. “It means simply to just say,
‘OK, God. I’ll stay calm until something
comes.’”
Graff waited for the job at Cedarville,
he waited for his novel to take shape, and
they arrived.
“I believe in providence. I think this job
came at a time where I was just ready to say,
‘I got to get back into something I’m excited about or go do something else,’” he said.
“This job came, and the way that the novel
has come about, too, it’s just been writing
itself. I don’t mean to sound mystical, but
I just feel like it’s just been given to me to
write.”
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism
major and sports editor for Cedars. He has
no idea what he’s doing, but he knows he’s
doing it really, really well.
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Just Sayin’...
by
Jonathan
Gallardo

“

How did it
get late so
soon? It’s
night before it’s
afternoon,” Dr.
Seuss
wrote.
“December
is
here before it’s
June. My goodness how the time has flewn.
How did it get so late so soon?”
How did it get late so soon? How did
the time go by so fast? I remember setting
foot on campus in August 2012, wearing my
LeBron James T-shirt. I remember walking
through all the buildings, getting my picture
taken for my student ID, connecting my laptop to Cedarville’s wireless network (which
has worked more often than not) and meeting my Getting Started small group leaders.
And I remember thinking that all of this was
so big. I felt small. I was overwhelmed.
Now, three-and-a-half years later, the
ending is just days away for me. I know
some of you can’t wait to leave this place, to
get out into the real world and get married
and make money and have kids and send
them to this school to repeat the cycle. But
personally, I’m going to miss this place.
In my creative writing minor, I’ve
written dozens of stories, both fiction and
nonfiction, and if there’s one thing that my
stories have in common, it’s that they don’t
turn out how I thought they would. I begin
a story with an idea of how it’s going to end,
but very rarely does that idea stick around
long. For example, I started a story about a
young writer whose mother dies in the end.
But as I traveled along the writing process,
I realized that this would not fit with the
theme or tone of the story, so I scrapped the
original ending.
It’s the same with life. At the beginning
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of my college career, I thought I knew how
my time at Cedarville would end – with me
transferring to Ohio State after my sophomore year.
But something happened during my
sophomore year. I took a couple journalism
classes, felt that it was what I wanted to do,
declared a major, made some good friends
and was offered the position of sports editor
here at Cedars. I decided transferring would
not be the best idea, not when all these good
things were happening here.
If you leave college the same as when
you arrived, then you’ve missed something
along the way. I stepped onto the campus
of Cedarville University directionless. I had
no idea what I wanted to do with my life.
I didn’t care for friendships. I didn’t know
good journalism or good poetry. I couldn’t
make a free throw. Biggest of all, I did not
want to be here.
Now I know I want to be a journalist
and a novelist. I’ve met people that I will be
friends with for a long time. I know how to
write good articles and good poems. I can
shoot over 70 percent from the free throw
line now. But most importantly, I don’t
want to leave this place.
Endings are a part of life that most people don’t like. But there’s nothing we can do
but accept them. We can’t deny them because they will come sooner or later.
I’m looking forward to heaven, where
there is no ending. Things will just keep
going and going and going. No more goodbyes. No more wondering where the time
went. But I think it’s scary as well. My human mind is only capable of understanding
a world where time exists, so I can’t fathom
a land that operates outside of time. Sometimes when I’m trying to fall asleep, I try to
wrap my head around the concept of eternity. I imagine living for a million years, then
square that, multiply it by a billion, cube
it. And however big the number ends up,
it won’t even be a fraction of a fraction of

eternity.
Whenever I do this, I feel tiny and
insignificant. But then God reminds me
that he is going to be around forever. Why
should I fear eternity when I have him by
my side? He is bigger than eternity. He is
bigger than the future and all the unknowns
that it holds. He is bigger than any problem
that we will ever experience or hypothesize,
and that’s a very comforting thought.
I’m graduating along with several hundred other students, but many of you are
here for at least another year or two or five,
so enjoy the time you have left. I’d like to
leave you with three of the most important
things I’ve learned during my time here.

1. You have to balance your academic
life with a social life.
What’s the good of growing as a student if you’re not growing as a human being? Like I’ve said many times before, you
are at college, first and foremost, to get an
education, but don’t let that keep you from
enjoying your time here. If you love doing
homework in your room every night, that’s
great. But if you’re not like that, make room
in your schedule for the things you enjoy.
That 4.0 Mug is nothing but a cup with a
number. It’s not going to change your life.

2. Speaking of a social life, make
friends.
Good friends who will help you grow,
friends who you wouldn’t be embarrassed to
introduce to your family. For some of you,
this may be really easy, but for others, this
idea might scare you. My freshman year, I
fell into the second group. Either you’ll find
friends, or friends will find you. I’ve been on
both sides of this coin. It might take a while,
but just be patient.

3. Finally, when you’re stressed, turn to
God.
You’re going to have stressful mo-

If you leave college
the same as when
you arrived, then
you’ve missed
something along the
way.
ments; they’re just a part of the college
experience. You will be swamped with
homework or problematic relationships or
personal issues, and it will be very easy to
think that it’s out of your control, that you
can’t do anything. This is true. Many of our
problems are out of our control. But they aren’t out of God’s control.
When I stressed over a big exam I had
to study for or a portfolio I had to put together, I would take a step back and look at
the situation. I would see that my problem,
which I thought was huge, paled in comparison to God.
1 Peter 5:6-7 has been my go-to verse in
times like these:
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under
the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your
anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”
Dr. Seuss was right. The time has flown.
My time here is almost done and now I must
fly. To where, I don’t know, but God does.
And that’s all I need.
It’s been real, it’s been fun, but it’s also
been real fun. Have a good life, everyone.
Jonathan Gallardo is a senior journalism
major and sports editor for Cedars. He has
no idea what he’s doing, but he knows he’s
doing it really, really well.
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Top left: Certain sections of chapel seating are roped off for the last two
chapel services of the spring semester. Pews were removed April 18-19 to
begin the renovation process of the Jeremiah Chapel.
Top right: Jim Cato, associate vice president of Christian Ministries, assists
with the pew removal April 18 in the Jeremiah Chapel.
Bottom left: Students sit on the floor of the Jeremiah Chapel during the last
SGA chapel of the semester April 19.
Bottom right: Students help with pew removal Monday evening, April 18, in
the Jeremiah Chapel.
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Chapel Renovations: Stage 1

